308                                 "IN  MEMORIAM."                                [l850
That my father was a student of the Bible, those who have read " In Memoriam " know. He also eagerly read all notable works within his reach relating to the Bible, and traced with deep interest such fundamental truths as underlie the great religions of the world. He hoped that the Bible * would be more and more studied by all ranks of people, and expounded simply by their teachers ; for he maintained that the religion of a people could never be founded on mere moral philosophy: and that it could only come home to them in the simple, noble thoughts and facts of a Scripture like ours2.
Soon after his marriage he took to reading different systems of philosophy3, yet none particularly influenced him. The result I think is shown in a more ordered arrangement of religious, metaphysical and scientific thought throughout the " Idylls " and his later works. " In Poems like ' De Profundis ' and the 'Ancient Sage,'" Jowett said, "he often brings up metaphysical truths from the deepest depths." But as a rule he knew that poetry must touch on metaphysical topics rather by allusion than systematically. In the following pages I shall not give any of his subtler arguments; but only attempt to illustrate from " In Memoriam/' with some of the other poems, and from his conversation, the general everyday attitude of his mind toward the highest problems that confront us. In dealing with these none was readier in the discovery of fallacies, none was more resolute in proclaiming what seemed to him realities.
His creed, he always said, he would not formulate, for people would not understand him if he did; but he
1 He also said: " The Bible ought to be read, were it only for the sake of the grand English in which it is written, an education in itself."
2 See Nos. xxxvi., LII., LXXXIV. last stanza but one.
8 Spinoza, Berkeley, Kant, Schlegel, Fichte, Hegel, Ferrier, were among the books added to his library.